
  
 

 

  T. +65 6817 9173 

E. clerksroom@duxtonhill.net 

  

 

 

 
 

Ng Jern-Fei KC 
吴振辉御用大律师 
 

For enquiries,  

please contact Ng Jern-Fei KC, at:  

Call: 2002 

KC: 2018 
Called to the Bar of England and Wales in 2002 
Appointed as Queen's Counsel in the United Kingdom in 2018 
Admitted as a barrister in the British Virgin Islands in 2021 
Admitted as an advocate and solicitor in Singapore in 2022 
 

E: jfng@duxtonhill.net 

Career Summary 

 
Ng Jern-Fei KC is an experienced counsel specialising in commercial litigation and arbitration, with extensive experience 

appearing before courts and arbitral tribunals and sitting as arbitrator in different jurisdictions, including England, Hong 

Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands and Luxembourg. He has acted as counsel in some 400 

cases and as arbitrator in over 50 cases (as presiding, sole and co-arbitrator) pursuant to, amongst others, ICC, HKIAC, LCIA, 

LMAA, SIAC, PCA and UNCITRAL Rules. Mr. Ng is also the fourth English King’s Counsel to be admitted to the Singapore Bar 

and is the only English King’s Counsel to have triple affiliation in London, Hong Kong and Singapore.  

 

In September 2022, Jern-Fei was described as “legal hotshot” in Singapore's Straits Times. In an article published in the 

South China Morning Post in December 2022, he was described as a “top lawyer”. In August 2022, Jern-Fei was awarded 

the Singapore Academy of Law’s Merit Award by the Honourable Chief Justice of Singapore for his contribution in raising 

the profile of foreign lawyers in Singapore, as well as his initiatives in promoting access to the English Bar for Singaporean 

law students and to applicants from under-represented groups in general. In January 2023, Mr. Ng was appointed by the 

Chief Justice of Singapore to sit on the Ethics and Professional Standards Committee (co-chaired by a Singapore High Court 

judge and a Singapore Senior Counsel). Mr. Ng serves as a Deputy High Court Judge in Hong Kong SAR and was appointed 

to the Working Group on Arbitration Law Reform by the Secretary for Justice for Hong Kong. In June 2026, Mr. Ng was 

appointed to Singapore Management University Yong Pung How School of Law’s Advisory Board. 

 

He is also described as a “highly skilled strategist and terrific advocate” with “first-class advocacy skills” that is both 

“smooth and persuasive”; “one of the most talented counsel I have worked with on issues of strategy, where he is always 
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several steps ahead of the current state of proceedings”. He is “a very talented silk” who is “already in the zone of a leader 

in international arbitration” and who has an ability to “present practical legal solutions that not only win you the battles, 

but also the war.” 

 

“Extremely intelligent and tactically astute, he is one of a kind and is highly sought after.” He shows tenacity in fighting his 

client’s corner and has the ability to swiftly produce forceful oral rebuttals”; “will fight like a gladiator to win the case”; 

“very proactive and, once instructed, takes control of a case and pushes it forward to the advantage of the client”; “super 

intelligent, very knowledgeable”. 

 

❖ Awarded the 2026 ASA Advocacy Prize by the Swiss Arbitration Association (ASA) 

 

❖ Named to Global Arbitration Review's 45 under 45 list (one of only 9 lawyers from Asia named in the guide) 

 

❖ Shortlisted for the "Best Prepared and Most Responsive Arbitrator" award at the 2025 GAR Awards  

 

❖ Legal 500 Asia-Pacific (5 areas): Singapore Int'l Arb (Band 1); Asia-Pacific Int'l Arb: Arbitrator (Band 1); Asia-

Pac Int'l Arb: Counsel (Band 2); Asia-Pac: Shipping/Commodities (Band 2); Asia-Pac: Commercial (Band 3). 

 

❖ 500 UK (4 areas): Int'l Arb: Counsel (Band 2); Offshore: Commercial (Band 2); Energy (Band 4); Shipping 

(Band 5). 

 

❖ Asia (3 areas): Int'l Arb in Singapore (Band 1); Int'l Arb in Asia-Pac (Spotlight); Most-in-Demand Arbitrators 

in Asia-Pac (Band 3). 

 

❖ Chambers UK (3 areas): Offshore (Band 2); Energy (Band 3); Shipping/Commodities (Band 4). 

 

 

 

Areas of Expertise 

 Arbitration (as advocate and arbitrator) 

 Civil Fraud and Property  

 Commercial dispute resolution 

 Commodity Disputes 

 Conflict of Laws 

 Energy and Natural Resources 

 Offshore Disputes 

 Shipping 
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Case Experience 

1. Lead counsel for the Chinese respondents in a US$1.5bn private equity dispute involving a failed acquisition 

of a company. Important point of law as to whether the doctrine of repudiatory breach applies to 

partnerships. Secured an award of damages of US$180m for clients in respect of their counterclaim for 

breach of confidence. Seat: Hong Kong (HKIAC Rules). Governing law: Cayman Islands law. 

 

2. Lead counsel for Chinese investors against a US company in a share sale and purchase dispute involving 

sums in excess of US$20m relating to the non-completion of an equity investment agreement in the mining 

industry. Took over the case from one of England’s most senior KCs and was up against two senior KCs on 

the other side. Secured an award, pursuant to which the Tribunal ordered that clients’ investment is 

reinstated and costs of close to US$3.4m was awarded in favour of clients. Seat: Hong Kong (HKIAC Rules). 

Governing law: Hong Kong law. 

 

3. Lead counsel for a leading Korean pharmaceutical company. Successfully defended claims for US$53m 

following a two-week hearing and secured a costs award of approximately US$3.1m in the client’s favour. 

Seat: Singapore (ICC Rules). Governing law: English law. 

 

4. Lead counsel for a leading Chinese manufacturer of consumer products. Successfully resisted a claim worth 

US$25m relating to the manufacture and sale of air-conditioners. Seat: Singapore (SIAC Rules). Governing 

law: PRC law. 

 

5. Lead counsel for a Chinese company faced with claims for breach of contract by an Israeli joint venture 

partner. The client was ultimately successful in resisting a claim for approximately US$10m. Seat: Singapore 

(SIAC Rules). Governing law: PRC law. 

 

6. Lead counsel for an Indian company in a joint-venture dispute relating to claims for earn-out payments 

under a share sale and purchase agreement, culminating in three evidentiary hearings. Seat: Singapore 

(SIAC Rules). Governing law: Mauritius law. 

 

7. Lead counsel for a Qatari company in a relation to entitlement to dividends arising out of a share sale and 

purchase agreement. Clients succeeded entirely in their claim for dividends in the sum of US$3m plus 

interest. Seat: London (LCIA Rules). Governing law: Nigerian law. 

 

8. Lead counsel for a Chinese company in relation to a claim brought by a US claimant for breach of a strategic 

alliance agreement, in which claims of intellectual property theft were brought against client. Client 



  
 

 

  T. +65 6817 9173 

E. clerksroom@duxtonhill.net 

  

succeeded in defeating an application for interim measures, as a result of which the US claimant was 

compelled to agree a consent award, pursuant to which it ended up recovering no damages from client. 

Seat: Hong Kong (HKIAC Rules). Governing law: Hong Kong law. 

 

9. Lead counsel for a Thai respondent in relation to a claim for damages by an international trading house in 

the sum of US$4m. Succeeded in defending the claim entirely, with client awarded US$600,000 in costs in 

its favour. Seat: Singapore (SIAC Rules). Governing law: Singapore law. 

 

10. Lead counsel for a SOE respondent in relation to a claim for damages by an international trading house in 

the sum of US$2m. Succeeded in defending the claim entirely, with clients awarded in costs in its favour. 

Seat: London. Governing law: English law. 

 

11. Currently acting as lead counsel for a Chinese state-owned enterprise defending a US$53 million claim in a 

joint venture dispute involving two shipbuilding projects. Successfully defended clients against a request 

for emergency arbitration relief filed by a Dutch applicant. Place of arbitration: Singapore (SIAC Arbitration 

Rules); Governing law: Dutch law.  

 

12. Currently acting as lead counsel for a Chinese SOE in a dispute with a Korean conglomerate in relation to a 

hydrocarbon supply contract. Award pending. Seat: Singapore. Governing law: Singapore law. 

 

13. Currently acting as lead counsel for a Chinese SOE in defending a US$53m claim in relation to a joint venture 

dispute concerning two shipbuilding projects. Succeeded in defending the clients against claims brought by 

the Dutch claimants for emergency arbitral relief. Seat: Singapore. Governing law: Dutch law.  

 

14. Appointed as arbitrator by a Chinese SOE in two arbitrations concerning an alumina supply contract. Seat: 

Hong Kong. Governing law: Hong Kong law. 

 

Other Matters 

● The only King’s Counsel in the world who speak fluently in English and Chinese (as well as Cantonese, Malay 

and Indonesian). 

 

● One of the youngest King's Counsel, Ng Jern-Fei KC was only 38 years old when he was appointed in 2018. 

 

● In the past year, Jern-Fei- has been invited to teach arbitration at Peking University School of Law, Renmin 

University of China School of Law, East China University of Political Science and Law and National University of 

Singapore.  
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● Member of the HKIAC Proceeding Committee, which is the standing committee of the Hong Kong 

International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC) on procedural matters.  

 

● A member of the board of director of Maxwell Chambers, Singapore.  

 

● Appointed to the panel of arbitrators of the Hainan International Arbitration Court 

 

● Member of the Core Committee of the ICC Singapore Arbitration Group 

 

● Appointed to Singapore Management University Yong Pung How School of Law’s Advisory Board 

 

 

 

Education 

2005 Master of Arts from the University of Cambridge (Trinity College). 

2002 Bar Vocational Course Career Course (Inns of Court Law School). 

2001 Bachelor of Arts, University of Cambridge (Trinity College). 

 

 

 

Scholarship and Prizes 

2003 Levitt Scholarship, Lincoln's Inn 

2002 Holland Scholarship, Trinity College 

2001 Whittaker Scholarship, Trinity College 

2002 Sir Thomas More Scholarship, Lincoln's Inn 

2000 Hardwicke Scholarship, Lincoln's Inn 

 

 

 

Languages 

English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Malay, Indonesian 
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Ng Jern-Fei KC practises in Singapore from JFN Chambers LLC (UEN No. 202309397C), and in England from Duxton Hill 

Chambers London (regulated by the Bar Standards Board). 
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